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Australia's First Fleet
In the 1600s and 1700s, European countries were trying to expand. The Spanish royal family 
started colonies in North and South America and all the other kings and queens in Europe 
were trying to catch up. / BETH GREEN (USA)

a forest camp – and so they didn't build permanent 
homes or villages. When Britain decided to send colo-
nists to Australia in the 1700s, the tribes didn't have an 
organized way to stop the Europeans. 

Criminals sent to Australia

In January 1788, a group of ships from Britain arrived 
in Australia. These ships were called the First Fleet4, 
and their purpose5 was to bring convicted6 criminals 
from Europe and settle them in a kind of prison camp 
(called a penal colony) on Australia. There were about 

The first European in Australia

New progress in shipbuilding and navigation made 
it possible to travel longer distances than ever before. 
Eventually, some of the European sailors made their 
way far enough that they reached Australia. The first 
European to land in Australia was Dutch. Willem 
Janszoon landed in eastern Australia in 1606, but at 
first he didn't know it was a continent that no one 
else in Europe knew about! He thought he was still 
in New Guinea.

The Aborigines and the colonists

Australia was a huge, unspoiled1 land. The local people, 
Aborigines, had lived there for some 50,000 years. Per-
haps because of the harsh2 climate and difficult native 
plants and animals, there was no culture of farming 
or of living in one place. Instead, tribes3 often moved 
between camps – for example, from a fishing camp to 
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•  Who was the first European sailor who landed in 

Australia?

• What do you know about the Aborigines?

•  Who were the Europeans who settled in Australia in 

the 18th and 19th centuries?

• When is Australia Day? 

MATURITA QUESTIONS

Plants and animals
Australia's history is fun to learn about, but so is its 
flora and fauna (plants and animals)! Because Austra-
lia is isolated from the Earth's other continents, many 
unique plants and animals developed there. You can't 
find them anywhere else! Australia has created more 
than 500 national parks to protect animals such as 
the platypus and koala, and plants, including orchids, 
ferns10 and trees. Visitors to Australia are both inter-
ested in and terrified of the country's many venomous* 
animals, such as the redback spider, the common 
death adder11 and the blue-ringed octopus12.

Australian trivia
Capital:   Canberra
Monetary unit:  Australian dollar, AUD
Languages:   English 79%, 

native and other languages
Prime Minister Tony Abbot

1 unspoiled [ʌnˈspɔɪld] – nedotčený, nezničený
2 harsh [hɑːʃ] – drsný
3 tribe [traɪb] – kmen
4 fleet [fliːt] – flotila, loďstvo
5 purpose [ˈpɜːpəs] – účel, záměr
6  to convict (v.) [ˌkɒnˈvɪkt] 
– odsoudit, a convict (n.) – odsouzený, trestanec

7 descendant [dɪˈsendənt] – potomek
8 to commemorate [kəˈmeməˌreɪt] – připomenout si
9 apology [əˈpɒlədʒɪ] – omluva
10 fern [fəːn] – kapradina
11 adder [ˈædə] – zmije
12  blue ringed octopus [ˈɒktəpəs] 

– chobotnice modrokroužková

L A N G U A G E  N O T E
* Is it venomous or poisonous? 

Venomous – toxins are injected by fangs or stingers; 
e.g. snakes, scorpions, bees, …

Poisonous – toxins are delivered indirectly, when 
eaten or touched; e.g. pufferfish, some plants and 
mushrooms, …

V O C A B U L A R Y   

1,000 convicts and a lot more soldiers, soldiers' family 
members and other workers to help set up the colony. 

Over the next 80 years, Britain sent more than 162,000 
convicts to Australia. Soon, people who were not con-
victs began to immigrate as well. According to Wikipe-
dia, about 20% of Australians today are descendants 7of 
convicts. 

Australia's Government Today 

Today, Australia is a modern country. It has six states (in-
cluding the island of Tasmania) and several territories. Its 
official name is the Commonwealth of Australia, and the 
British Queen Elizabeth II is also the Queen of Australia. 

The official national day of Australia is Australia Day. It is 
celebrated on January 26 every year, and commemorates8 
the First Fleet. However, many Australians, including 
Aboriginal Australians, don't like to celebrate it because it 
also marks the start of Europeans taking over the conti-
nent. In 2008, the Australian government made a formal 
apology9 for the past harm to the Aboriginal population.

Learn more about Australia at http://www.australia.com/
en#/intro/show and about Aboriginal Australian history 
at http://www.aboriginalheritage.org/history/history/

Blue-ringed octopus
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