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Christmas in the USA

Christmas is a winter holiday celebrated around the 
world by millions of families. In the United States, 
students have a winter break from classes and working 
people have Christmas Day (Dec. 25) off 1. Most busi-
nesses and offi  ces also close early on Christmas Eve 
(Dec. 24). But, unlike2 many other English speaking 
countries (such as the UK and Canada) Boxing Day 
(Dec. 26) is not celebrated in the United States. 

Lights and carols

Because people in the United States come from many 
diff erent cultural backgrounds3, each family celebrates 
Christmas in a diff erent way. However, in most neigh-
borhoods4, you can fi nd houses decorated with brightly 
colored lights, and in many homes you can fi nd a 
Christmas tree, just like in the Czech Republic. In the 
weeks before Christmas, shopping centers and public 
buildings play Christmas carols, and schools and busi-
nesses plan holiday parties. It's common for people to 
send each other holiday greeting cards, oft en with a 
recent5 picture of their family. 

Charity and volunteering

In the USA, many people also help in their neighbor-
hoods with charity and volunteer6 activities in the 
weeks before Christmas. You will oft en see boxes at 
the grocery store or in the shopping center where you 

can leave money, clothes, food or school supplies. 
A charity or church group will then give these gift s to 
poor families during the holiday. And, there are many 
places to volunteer. You can contact a volunteer center 
to see where your work is needed. Some examples are 
at homeless shelters7, at centers for elderly or disabled8 
people, at schools or at animal rescue centers.

Christmas 

On Christmas Eve, children go to sleep early, hoping that 
Santa Claus will magically visit their house. He'll come 
with his sleigh and reindeer, enter the house through the 
chimney, and leave lots of presents in Christmas stockings 
and under the Christmas tree. Children believe that, if 
they were well behaved, they'll get a lot of presents. But, if 
they were bad, they'll only get a stocking full of coal. Fami-
lies and close friends also exchange gift s—but not coal! 

Why do we give gifts at Christmas?

Exchanging gift s and giving to charity are two of the 
most practiced Christmas traditions in the world. 

People give gift s at Christmas nowadays to remind9 
themselves of the birth of Jesus Christ. Th e Bible tells the 
story of Christmas. Traditionally, we also tell the story of 
the Th ree Wise Men (Casper, Balthazar and Melchior). 
Historians believe these men were probably scholars10. 
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Questions Czech Christmas British Christmas American Christmas

Who brings presents? Ježíšek
Santa Claus or Father 
Christmas

Santa Claus

What do people leave 
for him?

Nothing. They just wait away 
from the Christmas tree. 
Nobody should see Ježíšek 
when he is pu� ing presents 
under the tree.

They prepare a carrot for the 
reindeer and a glass of whisky 
for Santa (i.e. for  Dad).

American children leave 
milk and cookies for Santa 
and a carrot or apple for the 
reindeer. 

When do they open 
the presents? in the evening on December 24th in the morning on December 25th in the morning on December 25th 

When do they have 
Christmas dinner? in the evening on December 24th at lunchtime on December 25th

in the afternoon (usually later 
than normal lunchtime) on 
December 25th 

What is the traditional 
meal? carp and potato salad turkey with roast potatoes

a big ham and lots of side 
dishes 

What is the dessert? li� le Christmas cookies Christmas pudding Christmas cookies or fruitcake

What do they do
on the 25th?

They visit relatives and friends, 
eat Christmas cookies and watch 
fairy tales on TV. Children play 
with their new toys.

They open presents, have 
Christmas dinner, watch the 
Queen’s Speech at 3pm. Children 
play with their new toys.

They open presents, visit their 
friends and family, listen to 
Christmas carols and maybe 
watch a Christmas-themed 
movie on TV. Children play 
with their new toys.

What do they do
on December 26th?

They go skiing, skating or 
watch fairy tales on TV.

They visit friends and relatives 
or watch fi lms on TV, or they go 
shopping – there are big sales.

Students visit friends and 
relax, and working people go 
back to the offi  ce. 

•  What do people do in the USA during the weeks 
before Christmas?

•  How do they help their communities/towns/neigh-
borhoods? 

• Why do we give gifts at Christmas?
•  What special days are there from December 24th to 

January 6th? What do you know about them?

MATURITA QUESTIONS

COMPARE CZECH,  BRITISH AND AMERICAN CHRISTMAS

L A N G U A G E  N O T E
Christmas Eve – Dec. 24
Christmas Day – Dec. 25
Boxing Day – Dec. 26
Three Wise Men (Three Kings) Day – Jan. 6 1 day off  [deɪ ɒf] – den volna

2 unlike [ʌnˈlaɪk] – na rozdíl od
3 background [ˈbækˌgraʊnd] – původ
4 neighborhood [ˈneɪbəˌhʊd] – sousedství
5 recent [ˈriːsənt] – nedávný, aktuální
6 volunteer [ˌvɒlənˈtɪə] – dobrovolník, dobrovolnický
7 shelter [ˈʃeltə] – útulek
8 disabled [dɪˈseɪbəld] – postižený
9 to remind [rɪˈmaɪnd] – připomínat
10 scholar [ˈskɒlə] – učenec

V O C A B U L A R Y

Th ey traveled a long distance, using a star to guide them, 
to meet the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. To show their re-
spect for the baby Jesus, they brought presents with them. 
Th e three presents were very valuable: frankincense, gold, 
and myrrh. 

Th e United States is a country of immigrants, and so 
the American population has many diff erent religions.
Christmas is celebrated by about 80 percent of the US 
population—even some people who aren't Christian 
enjoy the holiday!
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