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DON ’ T  MISS IN THIS ISSUE :

Superfoods
What you definitely should eat.

Fish for Dinner
Catching fish isn’t easy. Or is it?

Climbing Walls
Climbing is hard, but sexy!

Roald Dahl 100
What do you know about the 
author of BFG?

Dear readers,

Welcome back to school and back to Drive. In this issue, we recommend you some 
superfoods (p. 4) and super phones (p. 6). And you can meet super characters from The 
Big Bang Theory (p. 10)!

Did you know studying at university in Denmark doesn’t have to be expensive? Read 
Aneta’s story (p. 14) to learn more. And do you know what sniffer dogs can smell? Check 
it out in the interview with a sniffer dog handler (p. 16).

Do you like Roald Dahl’s stories? It’s his anniversary, so we’ve got a quiz about him for 
you to do (p. 18).

 Pavla Štanclová and Gabriela Sýkorová
 Editorial Director   Editor-in-Chief 
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What about you and mobile phones? What do you use 
your phone for? Is the brand important for you?

D I S C U S S

O P I N I O N  P O L L    DIFFICULTY

V O C A B U L A R Y

L A N G U A G E  N O T E
* brand – eg Samsung, Nokia, HTC, Huawei, Apple,…
** to text – to send an sms, etc.
*** It doesn’t really bother me. – I don’t care about it.

David, 17
I use my phone for calling, 
texting**, watching videos, 
listening to music, playing games, 
browsing1 the internet, taking 
pics and for communicating on 
social media, such as Instagram 
and Facebook. I have an iPhone 
because it’s reliable2, takes great 
pictures and because I prefer iOS 
to Android. But many people 
think that I must be rich and 
stupid. 

Kate, 15
I don’t use my phone for many 
things, usually just the basic 
stuff3: calls, messages, games and 
the internet from time to time. 
I’ve had my phone for a year 
and a half. There are two newer 
versions, but it doesn’t really 
bother me***. I’ll buy a new 
mobile when I really need to. I’m 
used to one type, but I’d be happy 
with anything that works, no 
matter what brand it is.

Andrew, 16
I use my mobile for many 
different things. Sometimes I play 
games, chat with my friends, talk 
to them or take a photo. Brands 
are important to me. My favourite 
is Sony, because most of its types 
are waterproof4. I hate iPhones! 
People ask me why. My answer is 
that they’re too expensive. 

Mobile phones are important in our lives. What do you use your mobile for? 
Which brand* do you prefer? Would you like to have the latest model?

1 to browse [braʊz] – brouzdat na internetu
2 reliable [rɪˈlaɪəbl] – spolehlivý
3 basic stuff [ˈbeɪsɪk stʌf] – základní věci
4 waterproof [ˈwɔːtəpruːf] – vodotěsný
5 although [ɔːlˈðəʊ] – přestože, ačkoli, i když
6 instead of (something) [ɪnˈsted əv] – (na)místo (něčeho)
7 essential [ɪˈsenʃl] – nezbytný

Philip, 18
I had an old Nokia, but it stopped 
communicating with my SIM card, 
so I had to buy a new one. Although5 
I really like it – it has quite a good 
camera and many useful functions 
– I spend too much time on it, 
definitely more than I should. As for 
using phones, I hate it when other 
people use them instead of6 talking 
to people around them, eg during 
lunch or at parties.

Wendy, 15
My mobile is an essential7 thing for 
me. I use it to call and text, but I also 
use some apps, such as Instagram, 
Snapchat and Facebook. When 
I got my first iPhone, it was one 
of the older types, but now I don’t 
want anything else, just Apple. I’m 
interested in that brand. 

My Phone
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SAVING YOU ONE SERVING AT A TIME

H E A L T H

Does your diet need a hero? Try superfoods! / BETH GREEN (USA)

food producers to use the word 
“superfood” in their marketing. 
However, many people, including4 
chefs and nutritionists, have 
adopted the word.

Superfoods we should eat

Salmon
This fish is prized everywhere it 
swims for its delicious, fatty flesh5. 
Salmon typically live in cold waters, 
in the North Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans. As food, salmon meat 
brings many benefits: it’s rich in 
Omega 3 fatty acids and it contains 

a lot of protein and 
vitamin D. It tastes 
great baked with 

herbs and 

butter. Smoked salmon is also 
delicious!

Avocado
Also known as an “alligator 
pear”, avocados are a Central 
American plant that can grow in 
any Mediterranean-type climate. 
They are high in* healthy fats, 
and contain6 high amounts of B 
vitamins, vitamin K, potassium, 
zinc and antioxidants. Avocado is 
simple to prepare, it’s delicious in 
tomato salad or mashed with a fork 
and spread on toast.

Açai berry
Açai berries grow on a kind of 
palm tree and are native to South 
America. All the berries are very 
healthy, but açai berries have 
higher levels of antioxidants than 
blueberries or cranberries, a good 
amount of vitamin A and a little 
calcium and iron. They’re often 
added to smoothies, juices or 

parfaits7, but can be eaten plain8, 
too!

Chia
Chia seeds are tiny black seeds 
that grow on a plant in the 
mint family. They’re native to 

Central America. These 
super seeds are high 

in almost everything 
we need in a healthy 
diet: fiber9, protein, 

Omega 3 fatty acids, B vitamins, 

DIFFICULTY    / 

SUPERFOODS HAVE 
EXTRA-LARGE DOSES 
OF VITAMINS AND 
MINERALS

“
”

Superfoods are foods that are 
very rich in* nutrients1, even in 
small portions. These foods are 
packed with2 vitamins, minerals 
and antioxidants. Consuming 
superfoods is a good idea if you 
want to have energy and live 
a healthy life.

As you might guess, the term 
“superfood” is not scientific. So 
far, no scientists have learned how 
to measure how “super” a food 
is. In fact, it’s forbidden3 in the 
European Union for farmers and 

4 | Health



L A N G U A G E  N O T E
* rich in/high in – having a lot of

1 nutrient [ˈnjuːtriənt] – živina
2 packed (with something) [pækt] – plný (čeho), nacpaný (čím)
3 forbidden [fəˈbɪdn] – zakázaný
4 including [ɪnˈkluːdɪŋ] – včetně
5 fatty flesh [ˈfæti fleʃ] – tučné maso
6 to contain [kənˈteɪn] – obsahovat
7 parfait [ˈpɑːfeɪ] – pohár
8 plain [pleɪn] – samotný, prostý
9 fiber [ˈfaɪbə] – vláknina
10 porridge [ˈpɒrɪdʒ] – kaše z ovesných vloček
11 disease [dɪˈziːz] – nemoc, choroba

V O C A B U L A R YDo you eat them? 

Powdered superfoods

Superfood powders get nutrients into your body quickly 
and easily. Superfoods are powdered and sold in jars, 
so you can add a spoon or two to whatever you’re drink-
ing: water, smoothies, juice or other drinks. No time 
to cook? You’ll get a lot of nutrition in just a minute. 
They’re popular with busy celebrities for that reason! 

Which of these superfoods do you eat? 

Other superfoods:
Quinoa
Lemons
Walnuts
Gooseberries
Mangosteen
Monk fruit

Kale
Broccoli
Goji berries
Honey
Coconut 
Yoghurt

COCONUT OIL 
FIXES EVERYTHING!

iron, calcium, magnesium, antioxidants and more! You 
can eat chia seeds raw or cooked, in juice, puddings, 
porridge10, cakes or sauces. 

Pomegranates
Originally grown in Iran, India and the Mediterra-
nean, pomegranates have been a popular part of the 
European diet for thousands of years. That’s lucky, 
because they’re really good for you! Pomegranates are 
high in fiber, vitamins C and K and other antioxidants 
and phytochemicals. The best way to eat it is to cut it in 
half and eat it with a spoon. Or you can make juice or 
add it to a fruit salad.

Green tea
Since the beginning of recorded history, cultures in 
Asia have believed that green tea is good for you. And 
modern science seems to back this up! Green tea, 

which is picked from the leaves of a tea bush and dried 
(black tea is picked from the same bushes but then 
processed), is full of antioxidants and phytochemicals. 
Some studies show that green tea can help brain 
functions and reduce the risk of cancer and heart 
disease11.

Dark chocolate
Good news for chocoholics: your favorite treat is also 
good for you! Cocoa can lower your blood pressure, 
improve your brain functions and lower your risk of 
heart disease. It’s also full of mineral nutrients: 100 
grams of dark chocolate gives you 67% of the iron you 
need in a day. For the most benefit, eat dark chocolate 
that’s at least 70% cacao.

Rub it on your hair!
Your skin!
Your relationship!
Your bank account!
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DIFFICULTY    

Sell Cell!
Most Expensive

Falcon SuperNova Pink Diamond 
iPhone 6 Plus
1,200,000,000 CZK

Did you just sell your internet 
company for $1 billion dollars? If 
you like your phone to shine, this 
is the cell for you. This iPhone is 
made of 24-carat gold and it has a 
large pink diamond on the back. 
If you don’t like the white plastic 
headphones2 from Apple, for an 
extra 7,000,000 CZK you can get 
24-carat gold headphones. Please 
don’t forget it on the subway!

Best Audio

HTC 10
19,000 CZK

Do you like listening to music and 
watching movies on your mobile, 
but the sound is poor? Listen to 
this one. It has a 5.2-inch** Super 
LCD screen, fingerprint sensor on 
the home button, Android OS***, 
12-megapixel camera on back and 
a 5-megapixel front camera. But 
the best feature of this device is the 
audio. There are two speakers inside 
the phone: the high sounds come 
out of the top of the phone and the 
low sounds at the bottom. 

Least Expensive

ALCATEL OT 1016G
395 CZK
Retro is cool. Would you like 
your battery to last more than 
3 hours? Tired of that cracked 
screen? This is the phone 
for you. The battery lasts six 
days on standby. There is no 
camera, but you can still call 
or text. It has a tiny 1.8 inch 
screen, but it does have a radio 
and voice recorder. Since 
it’s so cheap, if your teacher 
takes it away during class, you 
can always buy another one. 

T E C H N O L O G Y

Lots of people are now crazy about the new iPhone 7. If you don’t need 
to have the newest cell phone*, but still want something special, here 
are some other options1. / ROBERT MARTIN (USA)

What is your phone good for?

D I S C U S S

6 | Technology



V O C A B U L A R Y
1 option [ˈɒpʃn] – možnost
2  headphones [ˈhedˌfəʊnz]  

– sluchátka
3 lens [lenz] – čočka objektiv 
4  available [əˈveɪləbl] – k mání, 

k dostání, dostupný
5 storage [ˈstɔːrɪdʒ] – paměť
6 to swipe [swaɪp] – přetáhnout
7 shortcut [ˈʃɔːtkʌt] – zkratka

L A N G U A G E  N O T E
*  cell phone – mobile phone
**  1 inch – 2.54 cm
***  OS – operating system
****    expandable – can be made 

bigger

Best Camera

LG G5
15,999 CZK
Do you use your phone mainly 
to take pictures and selfies? 
Here’s a great new phone for you. 
The G5 has two cameras in the 

back: a 16-megapixel camera and 
an 8-megapixel camera with 
a wide angle. The wider lens3 
lets you include more students or 

dogs into the picture. There’s also 
an 8-megapixel camera in front. 
If you select “Multiview”, you can 
take a video from all three cameras 
at the same time.

Best Screen 

Samsung GALAXY S7 Edge
24,000 CZK
If Apple iOS is not on your shop-
ping list, this Android phone is 
great and available4 now. It has 
a 5.5-inch touch screen, 12-meg-
apixel camera, expandable**** 
storage5 and a large battery. It’s also 
waterproof. One of best features is 
the curved glass edges on the screen 
which make the phone look and feel 
really cool. You can swipe6 on either 
side of the curved edges to show 
shortcuts7 to your favorite apps or 
contacts. 

Why are you 
wearing glasses?

I lost 
my contacts.
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T R U E  S T O R Y DIFFICULTY    / 

 

L A N G U A G E  N O T E
*  tide – the rising and falling of the sea, due to the 

pull of the moon and sun
**  to give someone a piggy-back – to carry someone 

on the back
***  up to the middle – up to the waist

V O C A B U L A R Y

D I S C U S S
Can you walk to a tidal island? When?

Have you ever lied to protect your brother or sister?

ALASTAIR S. EDWARDS (UK)

My Sister, 
My Hero 

1 to set off [set ɒf] – vyrazit na cestu
2 tidal island [ˈtaɪdl ˈaɪlənd] – přílivový ostrov
3 to look after [lʊk ˈɑːftə] – postarat se
4 to explore [ɪkˈsplɔː] – (pro)zkoumat, (pro)bádat
5 seagull [ˈsiːɡʌl] – racek
6 frightened [ˈfraɪtnd] – vystrašený, vyděšený, vylekaný
7 Hold on! [həʊld ɒn] – Drž se!
8 wet [wet] – mokrý
9 safely [ˈseɪfli] – bezpečně
10 secret [ˈsiːkrət] – tajný, tajemství

I grew up in the north of Scotland not far from the sea. 
Once, on a cold day in September, when I was very little, 
my big sister took me to a beach near our house. I wanted 
to build sand castles. We made some peanut butter sand-
wiches and a flask of tea, and we set off1.

Near the beach there was a tidal island2, which means 
that when the tide* goes out, you can walk to it, but when 
the tide comes in again, you can’t get to it. Mum and Dad 
never let us go there. 

When we arrived at the beach, the tide was out.
“Let’s go to the island, Alastair,” said my sister.
“But Mum and Dad said we couldn’t. It’s dangerous!” 
I said. “Don’t worry,” said my sister. “I’ll look after3 you.”

I was a bit scared, but the island looked very nice in the 
autumn sunshine. We walked over the sand to the island 
and started to explore4. There was an old ruined church 
and lots of seagulls5. On the other side of the island we 
drank our tea and ate our sandwiches. Then we threw 
stones into the sea.

After a bit, dark clouds covered the sun and it got windy. 
I said, “I’m cold and I want to go home.”
We walked back over the island to the beach. But we 
couldn’t find it! It wasn’t there any more! The tide came 
in and covered the beach. 
“Quick!” shouted my sister. “We have to run before it’s too 
late!”
The water was too deep and cold for me, and I started to 
cry. I was very frightened6, so my sister said, “Climb on 
my back. I’ll give you a piggy-back**! Hold on7!”

The water was up to her middle***, but my sister was very 
strong and ran through the waves with me on her back. 
She got very wet8, but we got back to the land safely9.

When we finally got home, Mum asked my sister: “Why 
are you so wet?” 

“We went to the beach and I pushed her into the sea,” 
I said, smiling. Mum said, “Alastair, you’re a naughty 
boy!” 

We learned our lesson, and never went to the tidal island 
again. And we’ve kept that secret10 – until now. Sorry, 
Mum!

8 | True Story



P H O T O S T O R YDIFFICULTY    

7

4

1

8

5

2

TWO HOURS LATER

15 MINUTES LATER

6

What?! Are you 
kidding? 

Oh my god, you 
threw it so far!

YES! Watch me and 
my rod3. Catching fish 
must be easy…

Hi, Adele! What 
are you doing?

Hi, Theresa. 
I’m looking for 
earthworms1.

I made a bet2 with my 
boyfriend that I’ll catch* 
a fish for dinner today.

Oh, this is awful! 
It’s dinner time and 
I haven’t got any fish.

Fishing is boring.

You were at 
the market?

Fish for Dinner

3

L A N G U A G E  N O T E

*  to catch – paste tense caught

V O C A B U L A R Y
1 earthworm [ˈɜːθˌwɜːm] – žížala
2 to make a bet [meɪk əˌ bet] – vsadit se
3  (fishing) rod [rɒd] – rybářský prut, 

udice

4 to trust [trʌst] – důvěřovat
5 to be gone [bɪ gɒn] – být pryč, zmizet
6 bet [bet] – sázka
7 to lie [laɪ] – lhát

Great,

TheresaAdeleMy Sister, 
My Hero 

9

This 
is so bad. 
Theresa is 

gone5 and I don’t 
have any fish. My 

boyfriend will 
win our bet6! 

I won’t lie7! 

I CAUGHT 
a fish! 

Don’t panic, 
I’ll help you.

I’ll be back in ten 
minutes. Trust4 me.

Get ready! 
Catch, Adele!

We have two hours, so 
we’ll have lots of fish.

Where are you 
going so fast?

drive / September 2016 | 9



10
1 dense [dens] – hustý
2 to unravel [ʌnˈrævəl] – odhalovat
3 focus [ˈfəʊkəs] – předmět zájmu
4  guidance system [ˈgaɪdəns sistəm] – naváděcí systém
5 to release [rɪˈliːs] – propustit
6 former [ˈfɔːmə] – bývalý

V O C A B U L A R Y

L A N G U A G E  N O T E
* nerdy – unsociable, smart 
** apartment (Am. E.) – flat (Br. E.)

C U L T U R E

The Big Bang Theory (TBBT) started in summer 2007 as 
a story about Sheldon and Leonard, two young, nerdy* 
physicists. They live in Pasadena, California, and share an 
apartment**. Later, we met their friends Rajesh (Raj) and 
Howard. They’re all interested in science, watching sci-fi 
movies and reading comics. They’re extremely intelligent 
and educated, but not cool or sexy, and it’s hard for them 
to interact with “normal” people, especially girls. 

Since then a lot has changed and the four scientists 
now have girlfriends (or wives) and their main 
focus3 is their lives with women. Here’s how Season 9 
finished: 

•	  Sheldon is making slow progress with his girlfriend 
Amy. 

•	 Leonard got married to Penny in Las Vegas. 
•	 Raj is dating two women, Emily and Claire. 
•	  Howard is expecting a baby with his wife, Bernadette, 

and they’re saving money to buy a house.

This month, Season 10 starts. What can we expect? 
Executive producer Steven Molaro promises the next 
season will continue where the last one ended. So, we’ll 

learn more about the starting relationship between 
Leonard’s father and Sheldon’s mother. Howard and 
Bernadette will be getting ready for their baby to come. 
Sheldon, Leonard, Howard and Raj will continue 
producing a Guidance System4 for NASA. We’ll learn if 
it’ll be used in the army, too. 

Molaro also says we’ll see more family members, for 
example Penny’s mother and brother (just released5 
from the prison). Let’s not miss it!

DIFFICULTY    / 

The 
Big Bang 
Theory

Are you looking forward to hearing the intro song of The Big Bang Theory again each week? 
Season 10 is starting now!/ BETH GREEN (USA)

“The whole universe was in a hot dense1 state…
We built a wall (we built the pyramids)
…unraveling2 the mystery, 
that all started with the big bang!”

10 | Culture



10
How well do you know 
TBBT actors?

Can you guess whether these 
sentences about The Big Bang 
Theory actors are true or false? 
Mark your answers and then check 
the correct answers and comments 
following.

 1. Jim Parsons (Sheldon)
a. He didn’t want to be an actor 

when he was young.   
T F   

b. He has worked with Rihanna.  
T F   

c. He has a Ph.D., like his character 
Sheldon.     
T F    

 2. Johnny Galecki (Leonard)
a. He dated Kaley Cuoco (Penny) in 

real life.     
T F   

b. He only recently started to be an 
actor.  
T F   

drive / September 2016 | 11

c. He was asked to play the role of 
Sheldon.    
T F    

 3. Kunal Nayyar (Raj)
a. He is American.   

T F   
b. His wife is a former6 Miss India.  

T F   
c. He studied acting.   

T F   

 4. Simon Helberg (Howard)
a. He’s good at karate.     

T F   
b. He wears turtlenecks.   

T F   
c. He earns 1 million USD for every 

episode.    
T F

Correct answers and 
comments

 1. Jim Parsons (Sheldon)
a. F - He started acting in high 
school.

b. T -  They both performed voices 
for the animated movie Home 
(2015).

c. F - But he says he liked school.

 2. Johnny Galecki (Leonard)
a. T -  They were a couple for two 

years.
b. F -  He has been a successful TV 

and film actor since the 1980s.
c. T -  He didn’t think the character 

suit him.

 3. Kunal Nayyar (Raj)
a. F - He’s British-Indian.
b. T -  His wife Neha was the Miss 

India 2006 winner.
c. F - He studied business.

 4. Simon Helberg (Howard)
a. T -  He won a black belt in karate 

as a child.
b. F -  He doesn’t like wearing 

turtlenecks.  
c. T - All the main characters do. 



 Climbing 
Walls

S P O R T DIFFICULTY    / 

The European Week of Sport, from 10th to 17th September, is trying to get Europeans interested in sport and 
physical activity. The Week is for everyone, and it doesn’t matter how old you are, where you are from, or how 
fit you are. The organizers want to inspire Europeans to #BeActive regularly, and help people exercise more. 
ALASTAIR S. EDWARDS (UK)

EU WEEK OF SPORT

One way you could #BeActive is to try a climbing wall. 
A climbing gym can be a scary place the first time you 
see it. But when you learn the basics, you’ll see that 
it’s really good fun! 

What you need

The first thing to think about is what clothes you’ll 
need. It’s best to wear loose clothes that let you move 
about easily. Shorts are OK, but you might prefer 
trousers because they stop you scraping1 your knees 
and legs so much. Don’t forget you’ll be wearing 
a climbing harness2 that has straps3 that run around 
your thighs4, so perhaps shorts won’t be so comfortable 
the first time you go.
You’ll also need a pair of climbing shoes, a harness, and 

maybe a belay device5 and large pear-shaped karabiner. 
You can usually rent all these things cheaply at the 
gym.

Knots, belays and safety

Climbing might look dangerous, but there are lots of 
pieces of equipment, knots6, and techniques climbers 
use to make it as safe as possible. You have to take 
a short lesson before you’re allowed to7 climb, where 
you learn a figure of eight knot8, and how to use it to 
connect your harness to the rope.

The rope is controlled by your partner through 
a process called belaying. Belaying uses a mechanism 
to apply friction9 to the rope. When the maximum 

12 | Sport



V O C A B U L A R Y
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1 to scrap [skræp] – odřít
2 harness [ˈhɑːnɪs] – sedák
3 strap [stræp] – popruh
4 thigh [θaɪ] – stehno
5 belay device [ˈbiːleɪ dɪˈvaɪs] – multifunkční kyblík (jistítko)
6 knot [nɒt] – uzel
7 to be allowed to [bi əˈlaʊd tə] – smět, mít dovoleno
8 figure of eight knot [ˈfɪɡə əv eɪt nɒt] – osmičkový uzel
9 friction [ˈfrɪkʃn] – tření
10 graded [ˈɡreɪdɪd] – (od)stupňovaný
11 performance [pəˈfɔːməns] – výkonnost
12 workout [ˈwɜːkaʊt] – cvičení, trénink
13 to target [ˈtɑːɡɪt] – zaměřit se

amount is needed (if you fall, for example) the rope and 
the climber are held in place. When there’s less friction, 
the rope and the climber can move freely.

When climbing, safety is the most important thing. 
Always make sure you know what’s going on around 
you.

Routes and grades

There are lots of different holds fixed to the wall, and 
they are all marked with one or two pieces of coloured 
tape. These colours mark out routes on the wall. Routes 
are graded10 by difficulty. Most gyms use the Yosemite 
Decimal System, which is the standard for climbs in 
the United States. It starts at 5 (which is the easiest), 
and ends at 5.14 (impossible for most of us!).

There are climbing walls in most towns and cities in 
Europe, so you’re sure to find something that suits you 
not far from home. Go and try climbing with a few 
friends and #BeActive!

Climbing training tips:

Keep the same speed during your 
climbing training as you would during 
a climbing competition or real rock 
climbing. You have to train hard and 
give it 100%.

Choose a climbing training programme 
that meets your goals. Keep climbing 
all year because this will keep you 
in better condition mentally and 
physically, reduce injuries, and will give 
you more strength, endurance, and 
aerobic capacity. 

Analyse your performance11 and 
change your workout12 to target13 
specific muscle functions.

Plan breaks in your climbing training 
to allow for recovery. Do not workout 
on sore muscles. Have a regular 
massage and do a lot of stretching. If 
you train too much for too long, you 
will not allow muscles to recover.

Over half the population 
of Europe never exercise 
or do any sport at all, 
and 37% spend over 
5.5 hours sitting every 
day!

Are you a couch potato? 

Are you active?
Which sport 
do you do?



REALITY, NOT A DREAM ANYMORE

DIFFICULTY    / S O C I E T Y

Studying Abroad?
Are you graduating from secondary school soon? Are you thinking of studying at university? 
Are you good at English? If you answered ’yes’ to these questions, why don’t you study 
abroad? / ANETA PETRŽILKOVÁ (CR), BETH GREEN (USA)

Expenses Price in DKK
Flight ticket to DK (one way) 200 – 1000
Bus/train ticket to DK (one way) 200 – 500
Lunch at a school canteen 20 – 60 
Lunch in a restaurant 60 – 250 
Beer in a bar/restaurant (pint) 15 – 60 

Monthly city bus pass 400 – 600 
Part time job: average pay/hr 90 – 130 
Coffee at school 15 
Coffee in a café 30 – 70 
Gym monthly pass 100 – 300 
Cinema ticket 60 – 150 
Books (sometimes available in PDF 
for free)

400 – 2,000

Student housing: 
a 2-bedroom apartment

1,400 – 3,500 

Deposit on accommodation 4,000 – 20,000 

1DKK (Danish crown) = 3.70 CZK = 0.13 EUR

Studying abroad doesn’t have to be very expensive. You 
don’t have to pay tuition fees1 in Denmark, and in the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom you can ask for 
a loan2. You pay back the loan when you start earning 
a certain amount of money. In Denmark, you'll spend 
around 15,000 CZK per month on accommodation, 
food, travel and books. But if you get a part-time job, 
you can earn that much money by working 30 – 40 
hours a month. 

My name is Aneta. When I finished secondary school, 
I wasn’t sure what to do. But I knew I wanted a change 
and meet new people. So I decided to apply3 to study 
in Denmark, at University College Nordjylland in 
Aalborg. It wasn’t difficult: I wrote a motivation letter 
and sent it to the school with my school certificates and 
then I had a Skype interview with the school agent. The 
two-year program that I chose is called AP* in Service, 
Hospitality & Tourism Management. I specialized 
in Restaurant and Hotel Management because I love 
gastronomy and traveling. I lived in a shared flat with 
some other international students. We rode our bikes to 
school together, so we could experience the true Danish 
lifestyle. 

I really enjoyed it! Working on projects based4 on 
real-life problems – that’s what studying in Denmark 
is about. The majority of the programs include 
a mandatory5 one-semester internship6, which will 
improve your chances of finding the job you desire, or 
boost your confidence7 to set up your own company. 
I had a ten-week internship in Italy, where I worked for 
a family-owned hotel. The internship was not paid, but 
the owners paid for my accommodation and food, so 
I only needed money for traveling around and buying 
ice creams [laugh]. Moreover, I got a bonus of 500 EUR 
at the end because they were satisfied with my work. 

Some of my classmates went to Mexico, the Canary 
Islands, Malaysia, … so it’s a really great chance to 
discover other parts of the world while studying.

Studying in Denmark gave me a lot of confidence for 
my professional career, but it also taught me a lot about 
various people and cultures, because I studied and lived 
with new friends from all over the world. 

What a student’s life in Denmark costs 

I recommend having about 50,000 – 100,000 CZK 
saved up at the beginning because you may need to pay 
refundable** deposits8 on accommodation, usually the 
amount of three months’ rent9.
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REALITY, NOT A DREAM ANYMORE

DENMARK
Capital:  Copenhagen
Currency:  Danish crown
Official language:  Danish
Population:  around 5.5 million
Form of government:   Constitutional 

Monarchy, Queen 
Margrethe II

Would you like to study abroad?
Go to: i-study.cz

1 tuition fee [tjuːˈɪʃn fiː] – školné
2 loan [ləʊn] – půjčka
3 to apply [əˈplʌɪ] – přihlásit se (někam)
4 based (on sth.) [beɪst] – založený (na něčem)
5 mandatory [ˈmandətri] – povinný
6 internship [ˈɪntəːnʃɪp] – pracovní stáž
7 confidence [ˈkɒnfɪdns] – sebedůvěra
8 deposit [dɪˈpɒzɪt] – záloha
9 rent [rɛnt] – nájemné

V O C A B U L A R Y

L A N G U A G E  N O T E
*   AP – Academy Professional – something like Dis. in 

the Czech Republic
**  refundable – you will get it back

drive / September 2016 | 15 

Studying Abroad?
My school in Aalborg

Library and study, popular with students

I love these 
Danish ciders!
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DIFFICULTY   

Name:  Jan Pleskač
Age: 40
Job: Sniffer dog-handler instructor

P R O F E S S I O N

We Can’t 
See It, 
but Dogs 
Can 
Smell It

You probably haven’t heard 
of Heřmanice, a small village 
in northern Bohemia, just two 
kilometres from the Polish 
border1. But the sniffer dog 
training centre there is well-
known to policemen and 
customs officers2 all around 
the world. In Heřmanice, 
instructors apply new 
techniques which bring good 
results. Drive has interviewed 
one of them, Jan Pleskač. 
PAVLA ŠTANCLOVÁ (CR), 
ALASTAIR. S. EDWARDS (UK)

Jan, what do you do?
I teach people how to train sniffer 
dogs3 for customs officers, the army 
and the police.

What are sniffer dogs?
They’re dogs that can find drugs 
and other things by sniffing. 

What sorts of things can the dogs 
find?
Each dog is specialized in 
something different. They sniff 
at airports, borders, or even at 
discos. They are trained to sniff 
for drugs (for example marijuana, 
methamphetamine, Ecstasy), 
tobacco, guns, money, alcohol, and 
some animals. 

Animals? Which animals do 
sniffer dogs sniff?
The ones that are forbidden4 to 
import, for example parrots, snakes, 
coral, or just parts of them, like 
skins or tusks5. 

Which dogs are best for sniffer 
training?
The breed6 isn’t important. We 
sometimes buy dogs from shelters7 
– we choose ones that are strong 
and healthy, friendly to both people 
and animals. Sniffer dogs can’t be 
aggressive or shy. The best dogs are 
the ones that love to play, fetch* 
things and get a reward, such as 
a toy or something nice to eat. 
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V O C A B U L A R Y 

L A N G U A G E  N O T E

*  to fetch [fɛtʃ] – to bring
**   cynology [sʌɪnɒlədʒi]  

– the study of dogs
Ph

ot
o:

 L
am

bi
 p

ho
to

1 border [ˈbɔːdə] – hranice
2  customs officer [ˈkʌstəmz ˈɒfɪsə]  

– celník
3 sniffer dog [ˈsnɪfə dɒɡ] – čichací pes
4 forbidden [fəˈbɪdn] – zakázaný
5 tusk [tʌsk] – kel
6 breed [briːd] – plemeno
7 shelter [ˈʃɛltə] – útulek
8 dog-handler [dɒɡ handlə] – psovod
9 interpreter [ɪnˈtəːprɪtə] – tlumočník

IF YOU HAVEN’T 
BEEN BITTEN BY 
A DOG, YOU CAN’T 
BE A DOG-HANDLER.

“

”work is always different – I’m never 
bored!

Are there any bad sides of the 
job?
Only when my students, the dog-
handlers, are silly and it makes it 
difficult to teach them. Otherwise 
the job is great.

Is it well-paid?
It’s not bad – we’re paid by the state, 
and we get some extra money to 
look after our dogs. 

Have you got any plans for the 
future?
My dog is getting older, so I want 
to bring up a new sniffer dog from 
a little puppy. I’ve got some ideas 
about new techniques I want to try. 
I’m really looking forward to the 
challenge!

But you train people, not dogs, 
right?
Yes. When I became a successful 
dog-handler8, I started to work as 
an instructor and to teach other 
dog-handlers. I get a group of three 
to five people with their dogs. They 
stay here for about three months 
and I instruct them how they 
should teach their dogs to specialize 
in sniffing for things. 

How did you become a sniffer dog 
trainer?
When I graduated from secondary 
school, I started working as 
a customs officer. I had to pass 
both psychological and physical 
tests, and to become a dog handler 
I had to have some experience 
with cynology**. I’ve always loved 
dogs and trained them, so it was 
easy for me. I started working as 
a dog-handler and later I became an 
instructor.

What’s your working day like?
I’m at work from 7:15 to 3:15. 
I spend the day training the 

handlers and their dogs, and 
sometimes I use my sniffer dog 
Sorbon as a teaching aid. I keep my 
dog at home, so I have to look after 
him 24 hours a day. Sometimes 
I’m also on call day and night, if 
customs needs me. I also travel a lot 
to learn from others.

Where do you travel to?
I’ve been to the Ukraine, Russia, 
Poland, France, Moldova and 
many other countries. I’ve also 
trained dog-handlers from various 
countries, especially Russia, Israel, 
Peru and Ecuador. 

Do you speak any foreign 
languages?
I speak Russian and English, 
and I often teach foreigners. But 
sometimes I need an interpreter9. 

What do you like about your job?
I like working with dogs, and when 
I see what my students can teach 
them in three months, it makes 
me happy. I work mostly outdoors, 
I meet different people and the 

Woof, woof, I can 
smell something!
Wow, it’s a snake!

drive / September 2016 | 17 



Read a good story

Roald Dahl’s stories are witty8 and 
funny, full of fantasy, action, emo-
tion and black humour. 

The best novels by Dahl: James 
and the Giant Peach, Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory, The BFG, 
The Witches, Matilda. 

Short stories for adults: Tales of 
the Unexpected, Twenty-nine 
Kisses

Roald Dahl 100

V O C A B U L A R Y   

DIFFICULTY   Q U I Z

1 to release [rɪˈliːs] – zveřejnit, uvést
2 to direct [daɪ-rekt] – režírovat
3 letter [ˈletə] – písmeno
4 unlike [ʌnˈlaɪk] – jiný než, odlišný od
5 orphan [ˈɔːfən] – sirotek
6 cave [keɪv] – jeskyně
7  paramedic [ˌpærəˈmedɪk]  

– zdravotník záchranář
8 witty [ˈwɪtɪ] – vtipný, duchaplný

One of the world’s best 
storytellers, Roald Dahl, was 
born a hundred years ago, on 
September 13th, 1916. To celebrate 
his 100th birthday, the movie BFG 
was released1 in 2016. It’s based 
on one of his most beloved 
children’s books and it was 
directed2 by Steven Spielberg. The 
letters3 “BFG” mean Big Friendly 
Giant*. He is unlike4 other giants: 
he doesn’t eat people. One night 
he takes Sophie, an orphan5 girl, 
to his cave6 in Giant Country and 
becomes her very best friend. 
Together they have to stop man-
eating giants and save the world. 
Don’t miss seeing the film! 

Solutions
1.c), 2.a), 3.c), 4.b), 5.a), 6.b)

L A N G U A G E  N O T E
*  the BFG – do češtiny přeloženo 

jako Obr Dobr

How well do you know  
Roald Dahl?  
Find out in the quiz!

 1. His parents were:
a) British
b) Italian
c) Norwegian 

 2. He was born in: 
a) Wales
b) Scotland
c) England

 3. He wrote stories for:
a) children only
b) adults only
c) children and adults

 4. During World War II he was:
a) a paramedic7

b) a pilot
c) a factory worker

 5. He always wrote in pencil on:
a) yellow paper
b) green paper
c) white paper

 6. He died in: 
a) 2010
b) 1990
c) 2000
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Spiders, lovely or scary? 
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NECHTE SI OD NÁS ZDARMA POSLAT INFO BALÍČEK O STUDIU V ZAHRANIČÍ.
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“All our dreams can come 
true, if we have the courage 

to pursue them.” 

Walt Disney


