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Guy Fawkes Night
Once a year, on November 5th, bonfi res (large fi res) are built in every village in 
the UK. In the evening, a dummy1 of Guy Fawkes is put on top of the fi re. Then 
the great fi re is lit, fi reworks are set off  and children sing songs. As children, we 
used to carry the dummy around the village and ask for money to buy fi reworks, 
then we danced around the fi re with sparklers2 in our hands. 
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was a very skilled soldier, and historian Antonia 
Fraser wrote that he was tall and powerful, with 
thick reddish-brown hair, a large moustache, and 
a big beard. He was a man of action, with great 
stamina5 and able to argue intelligently – something 
which surprised his enemies. 

The Gunpowder Plot

When Guy Fawkes was fighting for Catholics in 
Spain, he met Thomas Wintour. Wintour and an-
other eleven conspirators wanted Great Britain to be 
ruled6 by Catholics. They didn’t want a Protestant 
monarch; they wanted the Scottish (and Catholic) 
Princess Elizabeth Stuart to be their queen. Wintour 
asked Fawkes to be part of a plan to kill the Prot-
estant King James I. They planned to blow up* the 
Houses of Parliament on 5th November, 1605, with 
gunpowder. This plan became known as the Gun-
powder Plot. 

This is how British people try to remember one 
of the important days in their history. Holidays 
and festivals usually commemorate something 
important that happened in history. However, 
Guy Fawkes Night celebrates something that 
didn’t happen. So was Guy Fawkes a hero, or not? 

Who was Guy Fawkes?

Guy Fawkes was born in April, 1570, in York, in 
the north of England. When he was only eight, 
his father died and his mother married a Catho-
lic, Dionis Baynbrigge. Guy was a Catholic at 
the time when England was a strictly Protestant 
country, and Catholics were persecuted3. When 
Guy was 21, he sold the house his father had left 
him and went to Europe to fight for Catholic 
Spain in the Eighty Years War. 

Fawkes was a big, strong and intelligent man. His 
school friend, a Catholic priest4, said that Guy 

This is how British people try to remember one 

Remember, 
remember, 
the fi fth of 
November! 
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Elizabeth Stuart, a Sco� ish Catholic princess, married 
the Czech King Frederick V (Fridrich Falcký). His short 
rule ended with his defeat at the Ba� le of the White 
Mountain in 1620. They only actually ruled for one year 
(one winter), and they are known as The Winter King 
and The Winter Queen of Bohemia.

1 dummy [ˈdʌmi] – fi gurína, panák
2 sparkler [ˈspɑːklə] – prskavka
3 to persecute [ˈpɜːsɪkjuːt] – pronásledovat
4 priest [priːst] – kněz
5 stamina [ˈstæmɪnə] – výdrž, vytrvalost
6 to rule [ruːl] – vládnout
7 to store [stɔː] – skladovat, přechovávat
8 to torture [ˈtɔːtʃə] – mučit
9 rack [ræk] – skřipec
10 to confess [kənˈfes] – přiznat (se), doznat se
11 to draw [drɔː] – vléct, táhnout
12 gallows [ˈɡæləʊz] – šibenice
13 testicle [ˈtestɪkl] – varle
14 guts [ɡʌts] – vnitřnosti 

L A N G U A G E  N O T E
*  to blow up – to make something explode

**  to ignite – to set something on fi re

V O C A B U L A R Y   

Elizabeth Stuart, a Sco� ish Catholic princess, married 

Medieval torture rack

Gallows: where people are executed by hanging

Because of his military experience, Fawkes was 
asked to find, store7 and ignite** the gunpowder. 
But someone sent an anonymous letter to the king 
warning him that his life was in danger and not to 
visit parliament on 5th November. The parliament 
building was searched and Guy Fawkes was discov-
ered hiding in a cellar under the House of Lords 
just a few hours before the planned attack. He was 
arrested at midnight on 4th November 1605. Thirty-
six barrels of gunpowder were found in the cellar 
directly below where the king should sit for the 
opening of parliament the next day. 

Torture and death

Fawkes was tortured8, including the rack9. For the 
other members of the gang, the thought of torture 
was enough to make them speak. But Fawkes sur-
vived two days of terrible pain before he confessed10 
anything. King James was impressed that Fawkes 
had such stamina, even though this was the man 
who was trying to kill him!

Fawkes’ punishment was death – to be “hanged, 
drawn11 and quartered”. But in the end, he jumped 
from the gallows12 and broke his own neck. This was 
a much better way to die. They wanted to cut off his 
testicles13, cut open his stomach and let his guts14 
spill out while he was still alive. His body (and the 
bodies of the gang members) was cut into quarters 
and sent to the four corners of the kingdom 
as a warning to others. 
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