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jump / December 2018 

1 pine needle [paɪn ˈniːdl] – borovicové jehličí 
2 wreath [riːθ] – věnec
3 suddenly [ˈsʌdənli] – náhle 
4 to sneak out [sniːk aʊt] – vyplížit se
5 coal [kəʊl] – uhlí
6 button [ˈbʌtn] – knoflík
7 stick [stɪk] – větev 
8 mystery [ˈmɪstri] – záhada

V O C A B U L A R Y

By MARIAN JOCHYMEK (CZ), editor BETH GREEN (USA)

Solution: c 

t was the night of 23rd December. The house 
smelt of Christmas cookies and fresh pine 

needles1. There were Christmas decorations 
everywhere. There was a wreath2 above the 

fireplace, candles on the table and lights in the 
windows. In the middle of the living room there was 
a tall Christmas tree. 

But there was still no snow. Suddenly3, it started 
snowing heavily. Julia wanted to go outside, but her 
parents didn’t let her. They said, “It is dark and cold 
now. You can play in the snow tomorrow.” She was 
sad, and she couldn’t fall asleep. She wanted to enjoy 
the first snow. When her parents went to sleep, she 
got out of bed. She put on her boots, jacket, cap and 
mittens. Then she sneaked out4 and nobody heard her. 

Everything was quiet and white in the garden. Snow 
fell slowly. Julia looked at the beautiful snowflakes 
first, and then she started building a snowman. She 
didn’t have a carrot for the nose or the coal5 for eyes, 
mouth and buttons6, but she made a nice snowman 
with a stick7 for his hand. When she finished the 
snowman, she was tired but happy. She went to bed. 
This time she fell asleep quickly and slept well. She 
was dreaming about Christmas. 

Early in the morning, she looked out of the window 
and saw her beautiful snowman. He was smiling at 
her! But she didn’t put a smile on her snowman!  
What happened? It was a mystery8! 

Later, when Julia was much older, she remembered 
the snowman mystery. She told her parents, “I was 
a little scared. I still don’t know what happened.” 

What do you think her parents told her?  
Why did the snowman smile?

a)   He was a happy snowman.
b)   She made the smile on his face but forgot.
c)   Her Dad did it.


