
 
 
 

Miracle 
By Alastair S. Edwards (UK) 

 

 

 

When I was a child, we spent Christmas time with my grandparents. They lived in a large, old 

country house. The table was so big that the whole family could sit round it.  Together with my 

parents, brothers, aunts, uncles, cousins, and grandparents, there were sixteen of us!  I remember 

the whole house smelling of spices, turkey and sherry, people laughing and talking at the 

fireplace and children singing Christmas carols. 

Of course, it would not be true to say it was always peaceful and quiet.  I remember quite a few 

funny stories. One of them is about a Christmas miracle.  

We were sitting at the Christmas table waiting for the dessert. That was the best part of the 

dinner for me because it was served in flames.  We switched off all the lights and waited for 

the burning surprise. We waited and waited.  

Then grandma called: Can somebody help me, please? It’s not working. All sixteen of us ran to 

the kitchen. The pudding was on a large plate, floating in brandy, but it wasn’t burning!  

My aunt, who always knows everything, said: You didn´t heat the brandy enough. So grandma 

tried to heat the brandy some more, but when she tried to light it, it still didn’t burn. So my 

uncle Joseph took the bottle, smelt it and tasted it. He laughed. It was not brandy at all. 

Somebody had drunk it and replaced it with tea.  

We never learned who it was, but I think it was Uncle David. He laughed more than the others 

and said: Jesus could turn water into wine, right? So why not brandy into tea! 

  



 
 
 

Worksheet 

 

Miracle  
By Alastair S. Edwards (UK) 

 

 

Pre- reading  

1. Answer these questions. 

a. What is a miracle? Give an example. 

b. Christmas is a family holiday – name some family members. 

c. What do the English have for Christmas dinner? 

d. What is the traditional English Christmas dessert? 

e. How is it served? 

 

2. Choose the right possibility. 

 

When you switch off all the lights, there is: 

 
a. light 

b. darkness 

 
It’s not working means:  a. There is a problem, something went wrong. 

b. There is no problem. 

 
  

3. Put these verbs into past tense: 

spend  wait  

be  smell  

serve  taste  

laugh  replace  

heat  burn  

 

  



 
 
 

Reading 

1. Read the sentences. Then read the story and decide whether the sentences 

are true (T) or false (F). 

a. He spent Christmas with his grandparents. 

b. There were 18 people around the table.  

c. The children were watching Christmas carols. 

d. They had Christmas pudding for the dessert.  

e. The pudding wasn’t burning.  

f. There was something wrong with the brandy. 

 

2.  Read againand then choose the right answer. 

What was wrong with the brandy? 

 
a. Somebody replaced it with tea. 

b. It was too old. 

c. There was nothing wrong. 

 
Who made the “Christmas miracle” with 

brandy? 

 

a. He has no idea. 

b. He thinks it was uncle John. 

c. He thinks it was his Granny. 

 
 

After reading 

Complete these sentences. 

He _________________ Christmas with his grandparents.  They are a big family – there were 

______________ people round the table. They ______________ off all the lights and waited 

for a ________________.  There was a problem – the brandy didn’t ____________________.  

His Uncle Joseph took the bottle with brandy, ___________ it and tasted it. Then he laughed 

because there wasn’t brandy, there was ______________! 

 

 

 



 
 
 

SOLUTIONS 

Pre-reading  

1. Answer these questions. 

a. What is a miracle? Give an example. When something strange/ special/ unbelievable 

happens. For example somebody very ill gets well quickly. 

b. Christmas is a family holiday – name some family members. Mother (Mom), Father (Dad), 

Grandmother (Gran, Granny, Grandma), uncle, aunt, cousin, … 

c. What do the English have for Christmas dinner? Turkey with potatoes, vegetables 

d. What is the traditional English Christmas dessert? Christmas pudding 

e. How is it served? In flames, with brandy burning 

 

2. Choose the right possibility. 

When you switch off all the lights, 

there is: 

 

a. Light 

b. Darkness 

 
It’s not working means:  a. There is a problem, something went wrong. 

b. There is no problem. 

 
 

3. Put these verbs into past tense: 

spend spent wait waited 

be was, were smell smelt 

serve served taste tasted 

laugh laughed replace replaced 

heat heated burn burnt 

 

  



 
 
 

Reading 

1. Read the sentences. Then read the story and decide whether the sentences 

are true (T) or false (F). 

a. He spent Christmas with his grandparents. T 

b. There were 18 people around the table. F 

c. The children were watching Christmas carols. F 

d. They had Christmas pudding for the dessert. T 

e. The pudding wasn’t burning. T 

f. There was something wrong with the brandy. T 

 

2.  Read again and then choose the right answer. 

What was wrong with the brandy? 

 
a. Somebody replaced it with tea. 

b. It was too old. 

c. There was nothing wrong. 

 
Who made the “Christmas miracle” with 

brandy? 

 

a. He has no idea. 

b. He thinks it was uncle John. 

c. He thinks it was his Granny. 

 
 

After reading 

Complete these sentences. 

He spent Christmas with his grandparents.  They are a big family – there were sixteen people 

round the table. They switched off all the lights and waited for a dessert.  There was a 

problem – the brandy didn’t burn.  His Uncle Joseph took the bottle with brandy, smelt it and 

tasted it. Then he laughed because there wasn’t brandy, there was tea! 

 


