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In the May issue of Drive, 
I read Beth’s true story, 
where she watered her 
friend’s plastic plants. Ha, 
ha! Silly, don’t you think? 
This reminded1 me of 
what happened to my 
friend Steve. 

His parents bought him 
a flat. He was happy to start 
a new life – not dependent2 
on his parents, and with 
lots of freedom. He decided 
to make his little flat stylish 
and cosy3. He painted the 
walls, made new floors and a new kitchen.  
He bought new carpets and new furniture.

“When are you going to show us your flat?” my 
friends and I asked him again and again. 

“Just wait a bit, I’ll finish it soon,” he kept 
replying. One Monday evening, I met 
Steve at the gym and I asked him again. 

“I went to IKEA yesterday and bought 
a beautiful plant. So now my flat is ready for 

a house-warming party*,” said Steve. “Can you 
come this Friday?” he asked.

So we all went to see Steve’s flat 
that Friday. We brought some 
food and drinks and Steve 

showed us round his cute, 
little flat. It was really nice. We 

really liked the bathroom with the 
plant from IKEA. 

“But it’s too dark here, the plant 
will die soon,” said Sophie. 
“No, it won’t, it’s plastic,”  
replied Steve. 

“Wow! It looks so real,” we all said. 
“Well, no wonder4! It was quite 

expensive,” replied Steve proudly5.

A month later, I visited Steve again. I went to the 
bathroom and noticed the plant had changed colour! 
Yes, plastic changes colour a bit in daylight. But in 

the bathroom, in the dark? And so much?  
From fresh green to brownish6 green? 

I couldn’t believe it. I looked at the plant 
carefully to see what kind of plastic it was 

made of. And I got it … the plant was NOT 
plastic at all! Guess what happened. Yes, it 

died…
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L A N G U A G E  N O T E

*  house-warming party – an informal party where 
somebody shows their new house or flat to family and 
friends

The room with the toilet is 
also called the bathroom. 
In public, toilets are referred 
to as ladies’ or gents’ 
(short for gentlemen), 
or sometimes washrooms. In 
American English, you can say 
restrooms. But people in the 
UK and the USA don’t say WC 
or lavatory! 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?

1 to remind [ɪˈmʌɪnd] – připomenout
2 dependent (on) [dɪˈpɛndnt] – závislý (na)
3 cosy [ˈkəʊzi] – útulný
4 no wonder [nəʊ ˈwʌndə] – není divu
5 proudly [ˈpraʊdli] – pyšně
6 brownish [ˈbraʊnɪʃ] – nahnědlý
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