
When does the school year start? Oh, that is a silly1 
question, isn’t it2? All students know the answer. 
The school year starts on 1st September. And 
Thomas, my student who told me this story, knows 
it, too. 

It was Thursday evening, 31st August 2017. It was 
the most hated day for most students – the last day 
of summer holidays. Thomas was sitting in his 
room and thinking about how amazing his holidays 
were. “I would like to live in Italy. The students 
have 13 weeks of summer holidays there”, he 
thought. “But I already miss my classmates. I look 
forward to seeing them again!”

It was a sunny morning, on 1st September. Tom 
woke up with a smile on his lips. This first day 
of school was different. He was really looking 
forward to3 going to school again. He jumped out 
of bed and went to the bathroom to have a quick 
shower. Then he put on his favourite clothes and 
joined his parents for breakfast. 

“Have a nice day at school”, they told him. 

After breakfast, he brushed his teeth, took his bag 
and left. 

Thomas lived very close to the school, so he left 
home late. He was walking down the street, but 

he didn’t meet any of his friends. The street was 
empty. In fact, he only met a woman with three 
little children and a man who was walking his dog. 
But he didn’t see any students. “Oh no, the first 
school day and I am late! My teacher will be angry 
with me!” he thought. 

When he came to the school door, it was closed. 
He tried opening it, but it was locked4. He rang the 
bell5 and the receptionist came. 

“Hello, I am very sorry to be late. Can I come in?” 
said Thomas. 

The receptionist looked surprised. Then she started 
laughing. “No, Thomas, you are not late. You are 
very early. School doesn’t start today, it’s Friday. 
This year, school starts on Monday, 4th September.”

Thomas was surprised but then he started laughing, 
too. And now he knows that he must always check6 
the school website before school starts.
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1 silly [ˈsɪli] – hloupý
2 isn’t it? [ˈɪznt ɪt] – že? (tázací dovětek)
3 to look forward (to something) [lʊk ˈfɔːwəd tə]  
  – těšit se (na něco)
4 locked [lɒkt] – zamčený
5 to ring the bell [rɪŋ ðə bel] – zazvonit na zvonek
6 to check [tʃek] – zkontrolovat
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