
A few years ago, my friends 
and I spent the summer in 
the west of the USA. One 
day, we decided to go on 
a whale watching boat trip 
near Santa Cruz in California. 
We booked a cruise1 to see 
humpback whales2 in the 
Pacific Ocean. It cost 48 USD 
each. We were really excited 
because we only knew whales 
from TV and books. 

It was a beautiful sunny day. 
We arrived at the harbour at 
8 am and we went for a cup 
of coffee in a café. Charles, 
one of my friends, was quite 
hungry. “I haven’t had my 
breakfast yet. We’ll be on the 
boat for four hours. I’ll have 
a big breakfast now,” said 
Charles. He had scrambled 
eggs3, sausages and toast. 

We finally got on the boat 
with sixty other people and 

we couldn’t wait to see the 
whales. “You are lucky it’s 
on a morning cruise. It’s 
not as windy as it’ll be the 
afternoon, so you won’t be 
seasick4,” said the captain. 
He was wrong. A few 
minutes later, some people 
started to be seasick. The 
boat was very small and it 
was rocking in the waves. 

After about an hour, we got 
to the place where we could 
watch the whales. Half the 
people on the boat were 
standing at the back being 
sick5 into 
the water. 
My friend 
Charles was 
sick, too 
because of his 
big breakfast.

The humpback whales were 
swimming around the boat 
and some of them even 
jumped out of the water. We 
watched them for more than 
an hour! It was fantastic 
and we were really excited. 
But Charles wasn’t. When 
we finally got back, Charles 
was very angry. “I’m never 
going on a boat trip again. 
I wasted my money on that 
breakfast and also those 
whales. I didn’t see any 
whales at all!” he said. 

And then he slept all day. 
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* to be sick (neutral) – to vomit (formal, in medicine) – to throw up (informal)
L A N G U A G E  N O T E

1 cruise [kruːz] – plavba 
2 humpback whale [ˈhʌm(p)bak weɪl] – keporkak (velryba)
3 scrambled eggs [ˈskrambld ɛɡz] – míchaná vajíčka
4 to be seasick [biː ˈsiːsɪk] – trpět mořskou nemocí
5 to be sick [biː ˈsɪk] – zvracet

V O C A B U L A R Y
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