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An electric car has electric motors instead of 
a petrol or diesel engine. The motor uses batteries 
and electricity, not liquid fuel1, like engines. 
Electric cars are very quiet and do not pollute2 the 
environment3. When the batteries get low4, they 
can be charged5 at home or at charging stations. 
The electricity to charge the car battery can come 
from any source, but using wind, solar, or water- 
sourced electricity is best for the environment. 

When the battery gets to the end of its useful life 
in an electric car, it still has more than 60% of its 
power6 and can be used for other things. Recycling 
these batteries is becoming a big business. 

Some electric cars are very fast. The Tesla Model 
S Plaid has 1,020 horsepower (761 kW)* and can 
go from 0 to 100 km/h in 2.1 seconds. This car 
can reach a top speed of 320 km/h and is faster** 

Tesla Car

  VOCABULARY

1 liquid fuel [ˈlɪkwɪd fjuːəl] – kapalné palivo | 2 to pollute [pəˈluːt] – znečistit | 3 environment 
[ɪnˈvaɪrənmənt] – prostředí | 4 to get low [ɡet ləʊ] – vybít | 5 to charge [tʃɑːdʒ] – nabít 
6 power [paʊə] – energie | 7 safety [seɪfti] – bezpečnost | 8 button [bʌtn] – tlačítko | 9 instrument 
[ɪnstrəmənt] – přístroj | 10 to operate [ɒpəreɪt] – obsluhovat | 11 to power [paʊə] – pohánět
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BATTERY

CHARGER

MOTOR

CAR COMPUTER
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  DID YOU KNOW?

Tesla electric cars have very few buttons8 and no 
instruments9. The car is operated10 with a large touch 
screen.

than Ferraris and Lamborghinis. This car can 
travel 628 km on a full battery and can charge 
another 300 km in about 15 minutes at a Tesla 
supercharger.

The heart of a Tesla electric car is a fast computer. 
It’s always connected to the internet. This 
computer helps with driving, navigation, and 
safety7. It plays music, videos, and games. The 
computer can also drive the car on the road. This 
is called self-driving.

  LANGUAGE NOTE

*   1 horsepower (hp) = 745.7 watts
** fast – faster – the fastest

Look at the cars on a road. Some of them are electric. Many of them are Teslas.


