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  LANGUAGE NOTE

*        primary school – school for children aged 6-15 
secondary school – school for children aged 15-19

**      start – started, go – went, is – was, give – gave,   
help – helped

***    interesting – more interesting – the most interesting

****  primate – humans, apes, and monkeys
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Alan is a 17-year-old boy who studies 
environment1 and ecology at secondary* school. 
He loves animals and learning about them. He 
started** writing his book after going to a seminar 
at Ostrava zoo in 2017. The book is now ready!

?   Alan, tell us about your book. How many 
pages and animals are there?
...  The book has 265 pages and there are 428 

animals. But there are only 20 copies of the book. 
Some of them are in libraries and primary* schools.

A blue-eyed black 
lemur in Alan’s book

Alan’s book, printed in Brno, 
www.knihovnicka.cz

   audio and    worksheet at www.gradus.cz 

  DID YOU KNOW?

•  Magpies7 don’t like gold things.  
They’re afraid of8 them. 

•  Elephants aren’t afraid of mice. But they don’t  
like bees!

•  There are more than 1,000 animals in Ostrava 
zoo. There are 428 animals in Alan’s book.

•  Learn more about the zoo: www.zoo-ostrava.cz/
en/about-zoo/history/ 
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?   How do you write a book about animals?
...  Well, I spend2 a lot of time watching animals, 

how they live and what they eat. Then I write down 
what I see. I also take photos of them. I read signs3  
at the zoo and find more information on the internet.
?   And what are the next steps?
...  I put the text and photos together. Then I take 

my book to the publishing company. 
?   What information can we find4 in your book?
...  There are animal facts and the history of 

keeping5 animals at the zoo in Ostrava. 
?   Do you write about all the animals that live 

in Ostrava zoo?
...  No. There isn’t much information about  

all the fish. It was** difficult to find out enough 
about them.
?  Are all the photos in the book your own?
...  No, they’re not. The zoo gave** me a lot  

of photos.
?  Which animal is the most interesting***  

for you?
...  Well, I like all animals, but one of them is really 

special. It’s a blue-eyed black lemur. It comes from 
Madagascar and it’s one of the most endangered6 
animals in the world. And it’s the only primate**** 
with blue eyes! The only place you can see it in the 
Czech Republic is in Ostrava zoo. 
Thanks for your time, Alan. Good luck to you!

Match A to B.
       A                                                      B

TASK

1
  MATCH

a. 17 1. years old

b. 20 2. pages

c. 265 3. books

d. 428 4. animals 
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Young Writer 
PROFILE

Name: Alan Popiolek

Age: 17 years old

From: Dolní Lutyně

  VOCABULARY

1 environment [ɪnˈvaɪrənmənt] – životní prostředí | 2 to spend [spend] – strávit čas | 3 to find [faɪnd] 
– zjistit | 4 sign [saɪn] – cedulka | 5 keeping [ˈkiːpɪŋ] – chov | 6 endangered [ɪnˈdeɪndʒəd] – ohrožený
7 magpie [ˈmæɡpaɪ] – straka | 8 to be afraid of [biː əˈfreɪd əv] – bát se

by Clément Bardot

Do you ever go to the zoo? Do you watch 
films or videos, or read about animals? 
Alan does! And he also writes about them 
and their life in his book Animal Lexicon! 


