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C. Salamanders
Most salamanders live in the Northern 
hemisphere8 and have four short legs and a 
long tail. They’re various colours: brown, grey, 
green, orange, or even black and yellow, like 
the fire salamander. Some spend all their life 
in water. Some salamanders have poison in 
their skin, like toads. 

14 | ANIMALS

1 to glow [ɡləʊ] – zářit | 2 to lay [leɪ] – klást | 3 amphibian [æmˈfɪbiən] – obojživelník 
4 dry [draɪ] – suchý | 5 bump [bʌmp] – hrbolek | 6 poison [pɔɪzn] – jed | 7 weak [wiːk] – slabý 
8 hemisphere [ˈhemɪsfɪə] – polokoule | 9 reptile [reptaɪl] – plaz | 10 lizard [lɪzəd] – ještěrka 
11 to look similar [lʊk sɪmələ] – vypadat podobně
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They are small animals with four 
legs. They lay2 eggs in water, and 
they can live both in water and 
on the ground. They can swim 
and walk, too. They are frogsA, 
toadsB and salamandersC. They 
are part of a group of animals 
called amphibians3.

In Water, 
on the 
Ground

Lots of frogs and salamanders glow1 in the dark. This is 
a glowing Cranwell’s horned frog from South America.

Red-eyed tree frog

Toads have skin  
with little bumps.

   audio and    worksheet at www.gradus.cz 

  DID YOU KNOW?

Reptile9 or amphibian?
Lizards10 look similar11 to salamanders, but they are 
not amphibians. They don’t lay eggs in water. Lizards 
are reptiles, like for example snakes, chameleons, 
turtles, alligators and crocodiles. 
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Watch the video 
Toad sprays poison

Go to:

A. Frogs
Frogs are amphibians without tails. 
They have big eyes and they’re usually 
green or brown. But some are very 
bright colours, for example the red-
eyed tree frog from Central America.

SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 19

1. Label the pictures.
2. Write reptile or amphibian.

  LABEL THE PICTURES AND WRITE TASK

1

1. _________________

2. _________________

Fire salamander

  DID YOU KNOW?   * short – shorter – the shortest

B. Toads
Toads are similar to frogs, but their legs are shorter*. 
Their skin is dry4 and very often they have little bumps5 
all over their body. Some toads have little bags behind 
their eyes, and these bags can spray poison6. It can kill 
some animals, as well as your dog! In Australia, there 
are lots of South American toads, but no animals to 
eat the weak7 toads. Australian animals are afraid of 
the toads’ poison. So, the toads there are becoming 
cannibals. The strong toads eat the weak ones!  
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1. ___________________

2. ___________________

1. ___________________

2. ___________________

1. ___________________

2. ___________________


