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Barbora, what do you do?
I’m a train conductor. I work 
for Southeastern, a train 
company. I sell1 tickets on 
the train. I also help people 
with their train connections2 
and help disabled3 people get 
on and off4 the train.

Where do you work?
I work on 13 different 
lines in the county5 
of Kent, from 
Dover to London. 

different people. The people are usually very nice 
and friendly.

What are the bad sides of your job?
I don’t like getting up very early or going to bed 
very late. When I’m on the morning shift, I get up 
at 3am. When I’m on the afternoon shift,  
I get home at 3am.

Is your job difficult?
Yes, it is. I need to remember a lot of details, such 
as junctions8, platforms9, or how long the tunnels 
are. I need to know what to do in case  
of emergency10.

Do you need to go to a special school to get  
this job? 
No, but you need to finish secondary school11 and 
pass12 very hard tests at the Southeastern company. 

What do you do in your free time?
I like swimming in the sea, reading books about 
mountain adventures, and travelling. 
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1 to sell [sel] – prodat | 2 connections [kəˈnekʃnz] – spojení | 3 disabled [dɪsˈeɪbld] – zdravotně 
postižený | 4 to get on and off [ɡet on ənd ɒf] – nastoupit a vystoupit | 5 county [ˈkaʊnti] – hrabství
6 shift [ʃɪft] – směna | 7 name tag [ˈneɪm tæɡ] – jmenovka | 8 junction [ˈdʒʌŋkʃn] – křižovatka
9 platform [ˈplætfɔːm] – nástupiště | 10 in case of emergency [ɪn keɪs əv ɪˈmɜːdʒənsi] – v případě nouze
11 secondary school [ˈsekəndri skuːl] – střední škola | 12 to pass [pɑːs] – úspěšně složit

jump  JUNE 2022 | 17

Train Conductor

Barbora  
on the 
platform

   audio and    worksheet at www.gradus.cz 
LE

V
EL

   
 

 
 

Name (Age):
Barbora Sikorová (36)

Family: 
Single, boyfriend James

Job: 
Train conductor

From / Nationality:
Folkestone, UK / Czech

Write T for true or F for false.

The train conductor…

a. sells tickets on the platform. 

b. wears a uniform. 

c. helps people with train connections. 

d. works shifts. 

e. hates swimming in the sea. 

TASK

1  TRUE OR FALSE?

SOLUTIONS ON PAGE 19

There’s a train station in Folkestone, but 
I usually start my shift6 in Ashford. I go to 
and from work by car.

What do you wear at work?
I wear the Southeastern company 

uniform – a blue shirt, a blue tie 
and blue trousers. When it’s cold, 
I wear a blue jacket. I also wear my 
name tag7.

What do you like about the job?
I like it that every day is different. 

I see different places in Kent and meet 

Folkestone beach

The county of Kent,  
in southeast England

Barbora helping a passenger get off a train Barbora at work

Barbora talking to the passengers

London

Dover


