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What do you do in your free time?
When I’m not at work, I like to spend* time with 
my family. We love to be* outside and go for walks 
in our neighborhood* together. I also like to travel 
to different parts of the USA to see the mountains!
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so sometimes I work the afternoon and night 
shifts, and on the weekends*, too. 

Do you have to wear any special clothes?
I can wear business clothes, but I prefer to wear 
scrubs5. The hospital has different color* scrubs 
for each department. Our color is blue. I also wear 
comfortable shoes!

Is it easy to become a pharmacist?
No, it takes a lot of time and hard work. You 
need to go to university for 6 or 7 years to get 
a doctorate in pharmacy. You must take a lot of 
difficult science and math* classes.

What do you need to be a good pharmacist?
You need to be focused6, precise7, and have great 
communication skills.

What do you like about your job?
I like being part of a team with the doctors to help 
our patients get better8. Sometimes I work with 
student doctors, and I enjoy teaching them.

What don’t you like about your job?
Because I work in a hospital, there are often 
emergencies9 where I need to help. These 
emergencies are stressful and scary! 

Pharmacist

Abby uses 
a computer 
to receive 
medication orders 
from the doctors.

Abby loves spending time  

with her husband and children. 

   audio and    worksheet at www.gradus.cz 

Are the sentences true (T) or false (F)?

a. Abby works with adults. 

b. A pharmacist needs to go to university. 

c. She always works the same shift. 

d. Abby doesn’t like emergencies. 

e. She speaks with patients and doctors. 

f. Her scrubs are pink. 

  TRUE OR FALSE?
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Name (Age):

Abby DeHaan (31)

Family: 
husband (32), daugh

ter (2), 

son (5 months) 

Job: 
Pharmacist

From:

Michigan, USA

  LANGUAGE NOTE

* Am. E. vs Br. E.   
 medication – medicine 
 on the weekends – at weekends 
 color – colour 
 math – maths 
 I like to spend – I like spending 
 I love to be – I love being 
 neighborhood – neighbourhood

**    good – better – (the) best 

***  NICU – neonatal intensive care unit

  VOCABULARY

1 medication [ˌmɛdɪˈkeɪʃən] – léky | 2 medication order [ˈɔːdə] – předpis | 3 dose [dəʊs] – dávkování
4 shift [ʃɪft] – směna | 5 scrubs [skrʌbz] – lékařská halena a kalhoty | 6 focused [ˈfəʊkəst] – soustředěný 
7 precise [prɪˈsaɪs] – přesný | 8 to get better [gɛt ˈbɛtə] – zlepšovat se | 9 emergency [ɪˈmɜːʤənsi] – 
pohotovost

In the footsteps of time…

Abby, what do you do?
I work in a children’s hospital. I’m in the 
pharmacy, so I work with medications1*. 
Some days I visit the patients in our hospital 
and talk to their doctors. We consult on 
which medication is best** for the patients. 
Other days, I stay in the pharmacy and make 
sure that the medication orders2 are correct. 
I check if the right medication is going to the 
right patient and in the correct dose3.

So, are your patients children then?
Actually, I work in a special part of the 
hospital called the NICU***. When babies 
are born early, they stay there until they are 
healthy and can go home. So, my patients 
are very small babies! I visit between 15-20 
patients in a day.

What is your working day like?
I work 8-hour shifts4. My shifts usually start 
early in the morning, and I come home in 
the afternoon. But the hospital never closes, 
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