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1. Listen to College or university and fill in 1-3 missing words. 

Technically, a college is an institution that __________________ undergraduate degrees 

(Bachelor’s or Associate’s), whereas a university is an institution that offers both undergraduate 

and __________________ (Master’s or PhD). However, colleges and universities don’t always 

follow these standards. In the US, __________________ are used equally to describe institutions 

of higher education. However, when talking about higher education __________________, 

Americans use college. You will hear people say, “I go to college,” but __________________, 

“I go to university.” 

2. Read about US Education System. Correct the mistakes. 

a. Preschool is for students ages 3rd-5th.  

b. College is required in all states. 

c. Every school district includes 6th grade 

in middle school.  

d. Sophomore year is also called 9th grade. 

e. There are five years of elementary 

school. 

f. Students in 6th grade are 12 years old. 

 

3. Read about Financing. Decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F). 

a. In 2019, one year at a private university cost $27,120. ______ 

b. Students have many options to help fund university.  ______  

c. The cost of university includes housing, food and books. ______ 

d. Students can receive a scholarship for community involvement.  ______ 

         

4. Discuss with a classmate. 

a. Would you like to go to college in the US? Why/not?  

b. What would you enjoy most about US college life? Why? 

c. Would you prefer to play on a sports team or attend a sporting event? Why? 
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SOLUTIONS 
 

1. Listen to College or university and fill in 1-3 missing words. 

Technically, a college is an institution that only offers undergraduate degrees (Bachelor’s or 

Associate’s), whereas a university is an institution that offers both undergraduate and graduate 

degrees (Master’s or PhD). However, colleges and universities don’t always follow these 

standards. In the US, both terms are used equally to describe institutions of higher education. 

However, when talking about higher education in general, Americans use college. You will hear 

people say, “I go to college,” but never, “I go to university.” 

 

2. Read about US Education System. Correct the mistakes. 

a. Preschool is for students ages 3-5.  

b. College is optional in all states. 

c. Some school districts includes 6th grade 

in middle school.  

d. Freshmen year is also called 9th grade. 

e. There are six years of elementary school. 

f. Students in 6th (7th) grade are 11 (12) 

years old. 

 

3. Read about Financing. Decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F). 

a. In 2019, one year at a public university cost $27,120.    F 

b. Students have many options to help fund university.     T 

c. The cost of university excludes housing, food and books.    F 

d. Students can receive a scholarship for community involvement.     T 

         

4. Discuss with a classmate. 

a. Would you like to go to college in the US? Why/not?  

b. What would you enjoy most about US college life? Why? 

c. Would you prefer to play on a sports team or attend a sporting event? Why? 


