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The submarine was repaired, and he had to go back 
to port very quickly. The submarine was going to sail 
to the Pacific on 14th February, and there was a lot of 

work to do to get it ready. 

My great uncle Edward and 
Emma were desperate6! What 
about their wedding plans? 
Then they made a decision. 
They ran away to Scotland, 
and got married in the morning 
on Friday, 13th February, in a 
little church. They went back to 
Liverpool in the afternoon. My 
great uncle Edward packed his 
bag, kissed his new wife, and 
went back to the submarine. 

The captain was angry. “Where 
have you been?” he asked. My 
great uncle Edward told the 
captain about Emma and the 
wedding. The captain stood on 
the bridge, looking out to sea, 
and said nothing. Then he said, 
“Fine. But don’t do it again.”

My great uncle1* Edward lives in Liverpool, in a house 
near the sea. During World War II he was a sailor2 
in the Royal Navy. He worked on a submarine3, and 
sailed all over the world. 
He’s very old now – he’ll be 
100 soon – but he has lots of 
exciting stories to tell. I love 
listening to them. This one is 
about his special Valentine’s 
day in 1942.

In February 1942, the 
submarine was in port for 
repairs. My great uncle 
Edward was a tough4 sailor, 
but he was also a very loving 
gentleman. He had a really 
pretty girlfriend called Emma. 
She worked in the post 
office. They wanted to have 
a very romantic wedding5 
on Valentine’s Day. But two 
days before the wedding, on 
12th February, my great uncle 
Edward got a phone call from 
the captain of the submarine. 

V O C A B U L A R Y
1 great uncle [ɡreɪt ʌ̍ŋkl] – prastrýc
2 sailor [ˈseɪlə] – námořník
3 submarine [ˈsʌbməriːn] – ponorka
4 tough [tʌf] – drsný 
5 wedding [ˈwɛdɪŋ] – svatba
6 desperate [ˈdɛspərət] – zoufalý

*  my great uncle – here: my mother’s uncle 

Who is NOT your great uncle?
a. Your mother’s father’s sister’s husband
b.  Your mother’s father’s brother 
c. Your father’s father’s brother
d. Your father’s mother’s sister’s husband
e. Your father’s mother’s brother
f. Your grandpa’s brother
g. Your mother’s brother’s cousin

SOLUTION IN THE WORKSHEET.
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