
May 18th is Endangered Species1 Day. Many 
animals are in danger – the rhino2, the panda bear, 
the walrus3 and the polar bear. This is a story about 
animals in danger. 

One day, my friend Kate visited her cousin, Lucy, and 
said, “I’m going on holiday to Finland for two weeks. 
Would you look after my two hamsters, please?”

Lucy is a very kind person, and she agreed. Kate 
invited Lucy to her flat, showed her the hamsters and 
said, “They need food and water every day.” 

The next morning Kate left for Finland.

It was spring, and the weather was sunny and warm. 
Lucy loved spring. Each day after 
work she rode her bike, or went to 
the mountains, or worked in her 
garden. A week later, she got a text 
message from Kate. “Hello Lucy, how 
are you? And how are my hamsters? 
Thanks for looking after them!” 

When she read it, she panicked4. 
She ran to Kate’s flat and looked in 
the hamsters’ cage5. She couldn’t Ph
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V O C A B U L A R Y
1  endangered species [ɪnˈdeɪndʒəd 

ˈspiːʃɪz ] – ohrožené živočišné druhy
2 rhino [ˈrʌɪnəʊ] – nosorožec
3 walrus [ˈwɒlrəs] – mrož
4 to panic [ˈpanɪk] – zpanikařit
5 cage [keɪdʒ] – klec
6 skeleton [ˈskelɪtn] – kostra
7 silly [ˈsɪli] – hloupý
8  (to tell the) truth [truːθ]  

– (říct) pravdu

Animals in Danger 
believe her eyes! There was only one hamster. She 
couldn’t see the other one. But in the corner of the 
cage she found a little skeleton6. She was shocked. 
“Oh, no, I am so silly7! I forgot to give them food 
and one of them has eaten the other one. Kate will  
be so angry!” 

Lucy cried all night. She felt terrible and didn’t  
know what to do. Then she had an idea. “I will buy 
a new hamster!” 

In the morning, Lucy went to a pet shop and bought 
a new hamster. She put it into the cage and gave them 
food and water every day.

When Kate came back home, she looked at the 
hamsters and phoned Lucy.  
“What happened to my hamsters?” 
she asked. “One of them is fatter 
and the other one is smaller.” 

Lucy told her the truth8. “I am so 
sorry!” she cried. Kate wasn’t angry, 
but she never asked Lucy to look 
after the hamsters again. She doesn’t 
want her hamsters to be in danger of 
eating each other again!
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